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International Mother language day

We owe our existence to Ekushey (February 21)
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Ekushey:

Our glory is
identified with
global pride

Nation today pays homage to the
memory of the martyrs of historic
language movement who laid down
their lives to uphold the dignity of
mother tongue, Bangla, on this day,
February 21 in 1952. On this auspi-
cious occasion of Amar Ekushey
(immortal 21st February) people will
take a fresh vow to realize the
dreams of the martyrs for building a
self-reliant Bangladesh free from all
sorts of social injustice and exploita-
tion.

On this day in 1952, the students of
Dhaka took to the streets in protest
against the then Pakistani rulers'
denial to give Bangla the status of a
state language and impose Urdu as
the only state language of Pakistan.

Salam, Barkat, Rafiq, Jabbar and
many others embraced martyrdom
when the police opened fire on the
procession upon the orders of the
then government.

The movement that was launched
on February 21, 1952 led to the
recognition of Bangla as a state lan-
guage in 1956, and eventually the
birth of Bangladesh in 1971 after a
nine-month long War of Liberation.

One hundred and eighty-eight coun-
tries across the globe are also join-
ing Bangladesh to observe the 21st
February following UNESCO's
recognition of the day as the
International Mother Language Day
on November 17, 1999.

The day is a public holiday in
Bangladesh and the national flag will
fly at half-mast atop government,
autonomous and private buildings
and educational institutions.
Different roads, road-dividers and
islands were decorated with fes-
toons inscribed with Bangla alpha-
bets and national flags.

A month-long book fair is being held
on the Bangla Academy premises
commemorating the month of
Language Movement.

The consciousness of February is no
longer exclusively ours. It has gone
beyond our frontiers becoming a
consciousness of the international
world. Ekushe is now observed in
the cities and capitals of the coun-
tries of the world. Who could ever
think that the idea, which was gener-
ated in our country, would one day
become an idea of the world. It is an
idea we are proud of further.
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